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[bookmark: _GoBack]REPORTING CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
“Child Abuse and Neglect” means physical injury, substantial mental or emotional injury, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, or negligent treatment or maltreatment of a child by a parent, guardian or custodian who is responsible for the child’s welfare, under circumstances which harm or threaten the health and welfare of the child.

Personnel Under Duty to Report.  Any school personnel who has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is neglected or abused or observes the child being subjected to conditions that are likely to result in abuse or neglect shall immediately, and not more than forty-eight hours after suspecting this abuse or neglect, report the circumstances or cause a report to be made to the Department of Health and Human Resources.  In any case where the reporter believes that the child suffered serious physical abuse or sexual abuse or sexual assault, the reporter shall also immediately report, or cause a report to be made, to the State Police and any law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to investigate the complaint.  Any person required to report under this article who is a member of the staff or volunteer of a school shall also immediately notify the principal of the assistant principal or other person in charge, who may supplement the report or case an additional report to be made.

Report of Illegal Sexual Activity.  Any school teacher or other school personnel who receives a disclosure from a witness, which a reasonable prudent person would deem credible, or personally observes any sexual contact, sexual intercourse or sexual intrusion of a child on school premises or on school buses or on transportation used in furtherance of a school purpose shall immediately, but not more than 24 hours, report the circumstances or cause a report to be made to the State Police or other law enforcement agency having jurisdiction to investigate the report:  Provided, That this subsection will not impose any reporting duty upon school teachers or other school personnel who observe, or receive a disclosure of any consensual sexual contact, intercourse, or intrusion occurring between students.  Provided, however, that any teacher or other school personnel may make a report immediately, but not more than 24 hours, to the principal, assistant principal or similar person in charge, of a disclosure from a witness, which a reasonable prudent person would deem credible, or of a personal observation of conduct described in this section:  Provided further, That a principal, assistance principal or similar person in charge made aware of such disclosure or observation from a teacher or other school personnel shall be responsible for immediately, but not more than 24 hours, reporting such conduct to law enforcement.  In addition to the foregoing, a principal, assistant principal or similar person in charge who has knowledge of any sexual contact, sexual intercourse or sexual intrusion of a child on school premises or on school buses or on transportation use in furtherance of a school purpose shall immediately report the same to the Superintendent of Schools.

Notification of Immediate Supervisor.  Any employee who reports suspected child abuse or neglect to the West Virginia Department of Human Services shall promptly notify his or her immediate supervisor of the circumstances which caused such report to be made.

Telephone Report.  Telephone reports to the West Virginia Department of Human Services shall be made to the following number.  Hotline (7 days/24 hours per day).  1-800-352-6513.

Written Report/Human Services.  Upon the request of the West Virginia Department of Human Services a written report of suspected child abuse and neglect shall be provided within 48 hours of a telephone report.

Written Report/School Principal & Department of Social Services and Attendance.  A report shall be completed and returned to the Department of Social Services and Attendance.
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